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With the increased speed of 
urbanization and the dynamic growth 
of cities, many complex questions 
have emerged related to how the cities 
of the future can remain livable and 
sustainable. One possible solution is the 
so-called smart city.

Although the concept has been known 
in this country for years, until the 
beginning of 2017 no generally accepted 
description of a smart city existed 
in Hungary. However, in March the 
Hungarian government included just such 
a definition in a decree: “A smart city is 
a settlement that executes its integrated 
settlement development strategy in line 
with smart city methodology.”

The latter was defined as “A 
development methodology of a settlement 
or settlements, which develop its 
natural and constructed environment, 
digital infrastructure and the quality 
and economic efficiency of its services 
through the use of modern and 
innovative information technologies, in 
a sustainable way, with the increased 
involvement of the population.”

Cooperation Missing
But while many analysts argue that the 
development of cities must head in a 
smart direction in order to establish a 
sustainable future, the most important 
players of such developments — 
government, business life, universities 
and civil organizations — have thus far 
failed to cooperate on the matter, the 
Information Technology for Society 
Association (INFOTER), the organizer 
of the Budapest Smart Cities conference 
held on May 25, tells the Budapest 
Business Journal.  

“The government of Hungary launched 
the Modern Cities Program two years 
ago, with the purpose of helping cities 
with county rights become the dominant 
economic centers of their region,” 
INFOTER says. “The framework would be 
well-suited to serve strategically well-

funded developments that are based 
on the integration of sectors [...but a] 
project-like approach has dominated 
among the development programs, 
which, in the majority of the cases, 
included developments completely 
independent from each other.”  

INFOTER is, however, happy to 
acknowledge that, thanks to a positive 
sentiment change lately, more and more 
cities put the “smart city methodology” 
into practice. Under this, settlements 
establish their smart city strategy and 
carry out investments in line with plans 
covering the short-, middle- and long-
term. This strategy shows commitment 
to the renewing of their systematic and 
economic operations, INFOTER adds.  

Hungary has seen the establishment 
of several smart solutions, and many 

others have been in progress in Budapest 
and secondary countryside cities. In 
the capital, the most notable examples 
include the public bike sharing BuBi 
scheme and Budapest Transport’s BKK 
Futár (carrier) application, that helps 
public transport passengers see real-
time traffic and schedule information on 
a map.

Miskolc is undergoing the introduction 
of a public CCTV system in the 
framework of the Modern Cities Program; 
Békéscsaba is seeing a complex 
energetics smart grid investment; and 
Kecskemét will see the creation of a 
City Development Fund soon to improve 
public services, INFOTER says.  

Unseen Systems
Although what tomorrow may hold in 
terms of smart cities is highly dependent 
on what actions are implemented today, 
it is highly likely that cities will not 
change much visibly. However, the 
unseen systems fueling services will, 
and so will the link between citizens and 
their settlements, INFOTER expects.  

While our current image of a city is 
not that much different from the one our 
grandparents and great grandparents 
held 100 years ago, almost anything that 
happens in a city today can generate 
data that is collected by the devices of 
passers-by and sent to country-wide or 
global databases, INFOTER adds.

The association sees cities becoming 
more dynamic systems, in which services 
are customized to the people and 
changes in time. The centralized systems 
of the 20th century (public lighting, 
energy, water, sewer, communication) are 
all becoming decentralized and are being 
complemented by local elements, an 
approach that extends digital and service 
platforms as well as physical solutions.  

INFOTER warns that such operations 
demand suitable legislation, policy 
decisions and technological solutions. 
At the same time, the aforementioned 
changes could trigger the transformation 
of social participation; beyond crowd 
usage, crowd maintenance and crowd 
funding might also appear. In the future 
life of Hungarian cities, the availability, 
openness and exclusivity of technology 
and data will play a very important role, 
INFOTER says.     

 

The notion of the 
smart city has 
become a buzzword 
in Hungary lately, and 
while the approach 
some settlements 
have adopted 
towards development 
has been promising, 
unified and 
synchronized steps 
are needed in order 
to improve future city 
life effectively. 
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Cities Need Unified Action to Become Smart

“A smart city is a settlement 
that executes its integrated 
settlement development 
strategy in line with smart 
city methodology.”

 
A BuBi docking station at Fővám tér, Budapest, Hungary.  
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