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Although Hungary appears to be open 
towards so-called “smart” solutions, wide 
ranging use of smart lighting is yet to 
be seen. However, as it is a core interest 
of business is to run energy-efficiently, 
trends in adopting smart lighting might 
soon start to accelerate. 

Thanks to the spread of the 
smartphone, nowadays ever more 
devices or solutions are prefixed with 
the word “smart”, especially if they can 
be controlled by applications stored on 
mobile phones or tablets. Thus, it should 
be no surprise that the phenomenon of 
smart lighting should have appeared and 
is not only becoming more popular, 
well supported by EU energy-
related incentives and laws, 
but is expected to become 
a significant player in the 
near future’s smart city 
concept.

Sensors built into 
light bulbs can collect 
information and based 
on this give orders for 
their own operation, 
Inesa (founded in 2015 by 
the Beijing Shenan Group) 
tells the Budapest Business 
Journal. Furthermore, these 
can communicate with smart 
devices, which can also be 
used to give orders to the 
lighting solutions installed in 
facilities.

Large-scale 
Application
Such features are not limited to 
lighting, but heating systems 
and window blinds can 
also be automated or 

controlled to suit the actual weather 
and lighting conditions. 

Similar automation and 
control cannot only be 

applied in buildings, 
but also on a much 
larger scale: public 
spaces and city 
streets.

Inesa says 
it envisages a 
future where 
several smart 

lighting solutions 
are integrated into 
the same system, 

and are able to 
communicate with 
smart solutions in 

other infrastructure. 
“Lamp posts will be 

an important part of 
the infrastructure of 

smart cities, which, in 
addition to lighting, will 
encapsulate other solutions, 

such as security cameras, 
speakers, Wi-Fi 
hotspots, electric car 
chargers or even traffic 

sensors in order to make 
cities smart through lighting 

technologies,” Inesa tells the BBJ.
Overall, Hungary seems to be open to 

smart solutions; interest in them is huge, 
public dialogue references them, incentives 
encouraging their use keep appearing, but 
the wide scale use of smart lighting still 
needs to take place. Yet, Inesa has hope.

“In the field of commerce, it is the 

business interest of economic investors 
to apply energy-efficient solutions. In 
the case of cities, energy and related 
expenditures are receiving increased 
attention. Furthermore, services offered 
by smart cities can significantly boost the 
comfort sense of citizens, as well as their 
security and life quality,” the lighting 
company argues.

Inesa has recently announced it will 
expand its Hungarian commercial and 
logistics center this year through 

an investment of 

EUR 2 million. 
The 12,000 sqm plant, which was 

realized in 2015 through an investment 
of EUR 6 mln, currently serves almost 
the whole European market. Through 

the latest investment in the plant (which 
employs a staff of 51), Inesa is planning 
further expansion in the retail sector, as 
well as envisaging the spread of “smart” 
solutions and participating in public 
lighting projects.

Determining Player
Inesa says it hopes to become a 
determining player on the CEE lighting 
technology market, and eyes further 
investments and research, as well as 
production in order to answer customized 
demands faster. The firm believes the 
expansion of the center in Hungary will 
help achieve all of that.

According to figures from Inesa, 
LED lighting technology solutions are 
spreading in Hungary; currently, more 
than 50% 

of residential 
investments include such technologies 
and more than 60% of public spaces 
investments turn to LED solutions.

This is spurred by regulatory changes in 
the European Union taking effect in 2020, 
which will force traditional light sources 
to be switched off once and for all, giving 
way to a 100% LED-run lighting here in 
Hungary too, says Balázs Tóth, regional 
sales director of Inesa Hungary.

“Linking the interior lighting of homes 
up with automated systems is one of the 
key elements of future technologies,” Tóth 
says, adding that demands for solutions 
related to smart cities and smart lighting 
appears to be increasing not only in 
Hungary, but also the CEE region.

 

LED lighting 
technology 
manufacturer Inesa 
Europa Kft. has 
just announced 
plans to expand 
its commercial and 
logistics center in 
Hungary this year, 
which will make it the 
biggest such in CEE.
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Let There be (Smart) Light 

 
The INESA logistics center at 

Dunakeszi, close to Budapest.

“Lamp posts will be an 
important part of the 
infrastructure of smart 
cities, which, in addition to 
lighting, will encapsulate 
other solutions, such as 
security cameras, speakers, 
Wi-Fi hotspots, electric car 
chargers or even traffic 
sensors in order to make 
cities smart through lighting 
technologies.” 

“Linking the interior lighting 
of homes up with automated 
systems is one of the 
key elements of future 
technologies.”
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