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By Christian Keszthelyi

Almost 1,300 Americans and friends of America 
gathered at the Corinthia Hotel Budapest on 
November 8 for the quadrennial United States 
Presidential Election Party, jointly organized by the 
American Chamber of Commerce in Hungary and 
the U.S. Embassy. Government officials, diplomats 
and business representatives mingled amid 
American-style catering – including bagels, hot-
dogs, burgers, BBQ ribs, and of course donuts – 
in anticipation what eventually turned out to be a 
striking election result.

Addressing the audience at what is said to be 
one of the biggest such parties in Europe, U.S. 
Ambassador to Hungary Colleen Bell said before 
the first votes had even  been counted that the 
evening would be a historical one, which indeed 
would prove to be true.. “Tonight we are here to 
celebrate Americans going to the polls to exercise 
the simple but extraordinary right to vote,” Bell 
said. The ambassador reminded the partygoers 
that an estimated 130 million Americans showing 
up at the ballots were not only voting for  the 45th 
President of the United States of America, but also 
for 435 house seats, 34 Senate seats,12 governors 
and multiple state legislators.

Bell admitted that the extensive campaign prior the 
elections has showed that Americans hold different 
points of view, however, in citing Woodrow Wilson, 
the 28th president (1913-21), she reminded that 
democracy “releases the energy of every human 
being”. She also stressed that, whatever the result 
would be, and despite the “slightly spirited political 
debate”, the decision of voters must be respected, 
as it has always been, on the principles of the 

“shared belief and strength of democracy”.

As a big take away before finishing her speech, Bell 
noted that the next day, regardless of the outcome 
of the elections, the embassy staff and herself 
would continue their “business of representing the 
United States and strengthening the relationship 
with Hungary.”

Policy debate
Bell’s speech was followed by a policy debate with 
two representatives of the Democratic and Republican 
constituencies, who discussed the main issues and 
pinpoints of the campaign, without speaking for the 
candidates of the two big parties. In order to try and 
drill down to the substance of the campaign, which 
had “often seemed to be more about sound bites than 
substance,” as panel moderator Robin Marshall put it, 
the two representatives discussed the policies of the 
two candidates.

“The American country has never been so divided 
as it is right now, whether it is ideological, racial or 
religious,” said Edward Cindric, student of Central 

European University’s MA program of political 
science, representing the Republican side. “All 
three divisions of the government have contributed 
to this [...] and by doing so have miserably failed the 
American people. Some of our [...] constitutional 
rights such as free speech and expression have 
been jeopardized. Our constitution has been so 
criticized and fragmented that people have begun 
to question whether this is the original form 
of American democracy,” he added. However, 
according to Cindric, most importantly “among all 
the wonderful diversity among the country, the one 
thing that unites all is being American; regardless 
of whether you are white, black, Hispanic, Christian 
or Muslim, you are American. And that is a 
privilege that Donald Trump promised to protect.”

Merrill Oates, regional vice chair of Democrats 
Abroad for Europe, Middle East and Africa, pointed 
out that, during the primaries Hillary Clinton and 
Bernie Sanders had “intense policy discussions 
and disagreements, but they approached the 
issues amicably and with respect”. He also noted 
that there was a very clear policy to issues from 
both of the Democratic candidates. In contrast, 
Oates believed, the Republican candidate debates 
had shown a distinct lack of discussion of political 
issues. Speaking on behalf of his organization, 
Oates said that during the debates “we were proud 
to be Democrats”. He noted that in the midst of 
all name calling that the two sides had focused 
on instead of discussing policies, Republicans and 
Democrats in Hungary were able to work together 
to get out the word and help register voters.

Witnessing History at the  
U.S. Election Night Party

Marshall closed the panel with an observation that it 
is difficult to find people in Hungary who would not 
be connected to the United States somehow. “What 
happens tonight matters not just for Americans but 
also us, here in Hungary,” he said. “At the end of the 
process there will only be one president, but that 
person has to become the president for everyone. 
And then there is a chance that all of America wins, 
and if that happens and we have a peaceful and 
stable United States, then for the rest of us in the 
world, we get a chance to win as well,” he added.

Elsewhere that evening highlights included live video 
feeds from the major U.S. news networks, two shows 

by dance group Freelusion, a mock election in the Oval 
Office, authentic campaign materials and decoration 
directly from the United States, a free guide on all you 
need to know about the U.S. presidential elections, a 
quiz on U.S. history, the candidates and the electoral 
system at various educational stations. Music was 
provided by the Hungarian Air Force Band and singer 
Csaba Vastag, the 2012 “X-Faktor” winner. 

Just how engaged guests were with the proceedings 
was evidenced by a photo AmCham put out on its 
dedicated U.S. Election Night Facebook page at 4:33 a.m. 
on November 9, showing guests still watching results 
coming in on the big screen in the Grand Ballroom.
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